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Nizam left on the wooded banks of a stream his lieutenant
Inayat Khan, with a picked body of infantry and a large
train of artillery. With the bulk of his force he went out
to meet Dilavar Khan. The latter, thinking that he had
before him the entire army of his enemy, charged impetu-
ously. The Nizam skilfully retreated until he had led
Dilavar Khan close to his concealed reserves. While the
Sayad was pursuing his foe in the disorder of fancied
victory, there burst on him and his men a storm of cannon
shot. Dilavar Khan's soldiers fell in heaps and the rest,
taking advantage of the smoke, fled in dismay from the
battle. (19th June 1720.)

In the meantime Alam AH Khan had reached Auraugabad.
He had affected a junction with the Maratha contingent
under Khanderao Dabhade and with twelve thousand
Marathas and his own army of thirteen thousand men he
thought himself a match for Nizam-ul-Mulk. The latter
feared most the Maratha contingent. Against them he
resolved to rely on massed batteries of heavy artillery, a
device used afterwards with still greater effect by the
French general, de Bussy. He stripped Asirgad and
Burhanpur of their cannon and then sought his enemy.
Khanderao Dabhade and his Marathas behaved in a way
worthy of his high reputation. But Ghaus Khan kept them
at a distance with the fire of his batteries and charged
them in the field with the squadrons under Ohandrasen
Jadhav* The main action took place at a spot called Balapur
in Berar almost half-way bet ween Burhanpur and Aurangabad.
The Nizam's tactics were similar to those of his recent
victory but more artfully concealed. In the evening before
the battle he ostentatiously massed his entire artillery in
front of his lines. At night he withdrew the bulk of his
guns and hid them in a copse a mile or two in the rear.
Next morning the 10th August 1720, Alam AH Khan
attacked with the same fury as Dilavar Khan had done

* This battle is known aa thT"batfcle of Khandva. The battle against Alam
Mi Khan was culled the battle of Balapur.